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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

Praise be to Allah (SWT), as befits His glory and the greatness of His power. | offer the praise of a
humble, repentant servant who is need of His guidance and help. | thank Him for the blessings
which He has bestowed upon me, and for honouring me with His aid to write this book, which has
been so well-received by its readers and has been more popular than | ever expected. The first and
second editions (of the Arabic original) sold out within a few short months of publication, and there
was a great demand for the book, so | promptly prepared a third edition, with some important
revisions and additions, most notably a new chapter, entitled "The Muslim woman and her sons-
and daughters-in-law."

The circulation of this book was not confined only to Arab readers; it has also reached a Turkish
audience. It has been translated by more than one publishing house in Turkey, and tens of
thousands of copies have been printed. | have received copies of two of these Turkish editions. All
this, if it indicates anything, shows that there is a great thirst among non-Arab Muslim peoples for
knowledge from the pure sources of Islam. There is a deep longing for serious, useful Islamic
books from the Arab world, especially on the topic of the Muslim woman. Publishers are racing to
translate this book into their own languages, so that they could present it to those people who
have woken up to the authentic, pure guidance of Islam, which offers nourishment to their minds
and souls. This is the best provision for the Muslim peoples at this time of reawakening.

I have received offers from a number of publishers to translate this book into English and French,
which should be done soon, in sha Allah.

All praise and glory be to Allah (SWT); praise be to Allah (SWT), the Lord of the Worlds.
Dr. Muhammad ~Ali al-Hashimi
Riyadh,

15t Shawwal 1416, 4th March 1996



Publisher's Note

At a time when Muslim and Non-Muslim women are being harshly attached and attracted by the
"feminist theories and studies" this book is a good approach and a reminder that Islam has held
women as highly esteemed and respected. It is enough that the Holy Qur'an contains a full chapter
on women. The sources of Islam i.e. the Holy Qur'an and the Prophetic Traditions have always
spoken of the women's rights and made them full partners in the human venture of history more
than any other religion or thought.

Women in Islam are; mothers, sisters, partners, workers, scholars and business owners and
managers. etc.

Though this book outlines the ideal Muslimah personality as it should be according to the Qur'an
and Sunnah Husbands, sons and daughters will also draw very much benefit from it.

A true Muslimah is the one who is alert, knowledgeable, true to herself as well as to others. She is
righteous, and faithful. She balances her obligations to Allah (SWT), her parents and children. She
does not excel in one thing and neglect the other. She is a Qur'anic example to follow-, she is a
woman whose examples to follow are the she-companions of the Messenger (PBUH). Her ideals are
the wives of the Messenger (PBUH).

The reader will find all this and much more in this book, which Dr. Hashmi wrote in a Arabic and
was also broadcast on Riyadh Radio.

This is his second book I.1.P.H translated into English. We hope the readers will find it really
informative and comprehensive and pray Allah (SWT) for the best reward for them and ourselves.
May the peace and blessing of Allah (SWT) be upon Muhammad (PBUH) his household and all his
companions.

Mohammed Abdul-Mohsin Al Tuwaijri
International Islamic Publishing House (1.1.P.H)

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

At a time when Muslim women are being increasingly attracted by "feminist theories" and
"women's studies," this book serves as a timely reminder that the unique and authentic sources of
Islam have always spoken of the rights of women and recognized women as full partners in the
human venture of history. The translation of this book into English will render this valuable
information more readily accessible to all the Muslims whose mother-tongue is not Arabic.

Dr. Muhammad Ali Hashmi is a well-known writer in the Arab world. Born in Syria, he is the author
of numerous books on Islamic and literary topics. This is his second book translated into English;
the first was "The Ideal Muslim."



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

All praise and blessings be to Allah (SWT), as befits His glory and the greatness of His power.
Peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the most noble of the Prophets and
Messengers, whom Allah (SWT) sent to bring life to the Arabs and mercy to the worlds.

For a long time, | have been wanting to write a book on the Muslim woman, but for too long | was
not able to find the means to fulfil this wish, as life kept me too busy with other things. But | was
still very keen to write a book that would explain the character of the righteous Muslim woman who
is guided by the teachings of her religion, understands its wisdom, follows its commandments and
adheres to its limits.

Years passed by, when | was preoccupied with other matters, but my interest in this issue grew
deeper. My desire to produce a book on this topic increased because | felt that it was of great
importance: it would cast light on the life of the Muslim woman and explain how her character
should be, in accordance with the will of Allah (SWT) and her understanding of the high status to
which Allah (SWT) has raised her. For years | was determined to write such a book, until Allah
(SWT) blessed me and enabled me to write it in 1410 AH/1994 CE.

The reason for my interest in presenting the character of the Muslim woman stems from the
inconsistencies | had noticed in the lives of contemporary women, whereby they exaggerate some
aspects of Islam and neglect others.

For example, you might see a Muslim woman who is pious and righteous, observing all the rites of
her religion, but she neglects oral and bodily hygiene and does not care about the offensive smell
emanating from her mouth and body; or she may pay attention to her health and hygiene, but is
failing to observe all the rites and acts of worship prescribed by her religion; or she may be
performing all the acts of worship required, but she does not have a proper understanding of the
holistic Islamic view of life and humanity; or she may be religious, but she does not control her
tongue in gatherings and refrain from gossip and slander; or she may be religious and
knowledgeable, but she does not treat her neighbours and friends properly; or she may treat
(female) strangers well, but she is failing to give her parents the love and respect that they
deserve; or she may be treating her parents properly, but neglecting her husband's rights and
failing to be a good wife to him, making herself look beautiful at women's gatherings but neglecting
her appearance in front of him; or she may be taking good care of her husband, but not taking
care of his parents or encouraging him to be righteous, to fear Allah (SWT) and to do good works;
or she may respect the rights of her husband, but she is neglecting her children and failing to bring
them up properly, teach them, direct their spiritual, physical and mental development, and monitor
the pernicious influences of their environment; or she may be paying attention to all that, but
failing to uphold the ties of kinship; or she may uphold the ties of kinship, but fail to uphold social
ties, focusing only on her private affairs with no concern for Muslim men and women in general; or
she may be concerned with both her own and society's affairs, but she is not taking care of her
own intellectual growth by continually reading and seeking to increase her knowledge; or she may
be totally absorbed in reading and studying, but she ignores her house, her children and her
husband.

What is strange indeed is to see these contradictions, or some of them, among those who consider
themselves to be educated Muslim women who have benefitted from an extensive Islamic
education. It may be a matter of negligence or carelessness, or it may be a failure to fully
understand the idea of balance on which Islam bases its holistic view of man, life and the universe,
a view which gives everything the place it deserves in life, without neglecting any one aspect at the
expense of another.

The true sources of Islam, the Qur'an and Sunnah, explain the ideal behaviour which the Muslim



woman should adopt in her relationship with her Lord, in her personal development, in her
relationships with others, whether they are related to her or not, and in her social dealings in
general. Whoever takes the time to research these texts will be amazed at their abundance and
comprehensiveness: they deal with all major and minor aspects of a woman's life, setting out the
guidelines for a balanced, upright, virtuous life which guarantees happiness and success in this
world, and an immense victory and reward in the Hereafter.

I was astounded when | realized how far the modern so-called Muslim woman falls short of the
noble level which Allah (SWT) wants for her. Nothing stands between her and the attainment of
that level but the need to devote herself to seeking knowledge of the true Islamic character
described in the Qur'an and Sunnah, which will make her a refined, noble woman who is
distinguished by her feelings, thoughts, behaviour, conduct and dealings and will make her adhere
with determination to her religion.

It is of the utmost importance that a woman does reach that refined level, because of the great
influence she has in bringing up the next generation, instilling in them virtues and values, filling
their lives with love, compassion and beauty, and creating an atmosphere of security, tranquillity
and stability in the home.

The Muslim woman is the only woman who has the potential to achieve this in a world where
modern women are exhausted and tired of materialistic philosophies and the wave of ignorance
(jahiliyyah) that has overwhelmed those societies that have gone astray from the guidance of Allah
(SWT). She may achieve this through knowing who she is and being aware of the pure intellectual
sources of the Qur'an and Sunnah and the genuine character which Allah (SWT) wants her to have,
by which she will be distinguished from all other women in the world.

So | began to collect texts from the Qur'an and authentic ahadith which spoke about the character
of the Muslim woman, and | sorted them according to their subject-matter. This enabled me to
draw up an intergrated plan for researching personal and general woman's issues, as follows:

1. The Muslim woman and her Lord

2. The Muslim woman and her own self

3. The Muslim woman and her parents

4. The Muslim woman and her husband

5. The Muslim woman and her children

6. The Muslim woman and her sons- and daughters-in-law
7. The Muslim woman and her relatives

8. The Muslim woman and her neighbours

9. The Muslim woman and her Muslim sisters and friends
10. The Muslim woman and her community/society

Whilst I was examining these texts, an important fact became apparent to me, one which we
frequently overlook. That is, that the mercy of Allah (SWT) to the Muslim woman is great indeed.
Islam has rescued her from the abyss of humiliation, (being regarded as valueless) and total



subordination to men, and has raised her to the highest level of honourable and respected
femininity, free from the exhausting burden of having to fend for herself and earn a living; even if
she is rich she does not have to provide for herself. Islam has made her independent, entitled to
dispose her own wealth - if she is wealthy - as she wishes, and equal with man in human worth
and with regard to general religious duties. She has rights and duties, just as a man has rights and
duties. Women and men are equal in the sight of Allah (SWT) and may be rewarded or punished
equally.

The blessings of Islam did not stop at raising women from humiliation and backwardness to a level
of progress, honour, security and protection. Islam is also concerned with the formation and
development of every aspect of her personality, whether it affects her alone or her relationship
with her family and society, so that she may become refined and highly developed, worthy of her
role as Allah's vicegerent (khalifah) on earth.

How does Islam form her personality? How may her development reach such a high level that had
never before been attained in the history of womankind, except in thireligion of Islam?

This is the question to which the reader will find the answer in the following pages. | ask Allah
(SWT) to accept my work and make it purely for His sake. May He benefit others through it, make
it a source of reward for me in this life and the next, and make it a help for me on the Day of
Reckoning. May He guide me through it to what is right, and protect me from errors of thinking,
bad intentions, slips of the pen, weakness of arguments and excessive verbiage.

Dr. Muhammad Ali al-Hashimi
Riyadh
20™ Sha'ban 1414 AH

2nd January 1994 CE



Chapter 1: The Muslim Woman and Her Rabb

The Believing Woman is Alert

One of the most prominent distinguishing features of the Muslim woman is her deep faith in Allah
(SWT), and her sincere conviction that whatever happens in this universe, and whatever fate
befalls human beings, only happens through the will and decree of Allah (SWT); whatever befalls a
person could not have been avoided, and whatever does not happen to a person could not have
been made to happen. A person has no choice in this life but to strive towards the right path and to
do good deeds - acts of worship and other acts - by whatever means one can, putting all his trust
in Allah (SWT), submitting to His will, and believing that he is always in need of Allah's (SWT) help
and support.

The story of Hajar offers the Muslim woman the most marvellous example of deep faith in Allah
(SWT) and sincere trust in Him. Ibrahim ~May peace be upon him' (PBUH) left her at the Ka~bah in
Makkah, above the well of Zamzam, at a time when there were no people and no water in the
place. Hajar had no-one with her except her infant son Isma’il. She asked Ibrahim, calmly and
with no trace of panic: "Has Allah (SWT) commanded you to do this, O Ibrahim?" Ibrahim (PBUH)
said, "Yes." Her response reflected her acceptance and optimism: "Then He is not going to abandon

us." Reported by Bukhari in Kitab al-Anbiya®

Here was an extremely difficult situation: a man left his wife and infant son in a barren land, where
there were no plants, no water, and no people, and went back to the distant land of Palestine. He
left nothing with her but a sack of dates and a skin filled with water. Were it not for the deep faith
and trust in Allah (SWT) that filled Hajar's heart, she would not have been able to cope with such a
difficult situation; she would have collapsed straight away, and would not have become the woman
whose name is forever remembered night and day by those who perform hajj and ~umrah at the
house of Allah (SWT), every time they drink the pure water of Zamzam, and run between the
mounts of Safa' and Marwah, as Hajar did on that most trying day.

This deep faith and awareness had an amazing effect on the lives of Muslim men and women: it
awoke their consciences and reminded them that Allah (SWT) witnesses and knows every secret,
and that He is with a person wherever he may be. Nothing gives a clearer idea of that
consciousness and fear of Allah (SWT) at all times than the story of the young Muslim girl related
in Sifat al-Safwah and Wafiyat al-A'yan and cited by Ibn al-Jawzi in Ahkam al-Nisa' (pp. 441, 442):

"Narrated ~Abdullah ibn Zayd ibn Aslam, from his father, from his grandfather, who said: “~When |
was accompanying ~Umar ibn al-Khattab on his patrol of Madinah at night, he felt tired, so he leant
against a wall. It was the middle of the night, and (we heard) a woman say to her daughter, "O my
daughter, get up and mix that milk with some water." The girl said, "O Mother, did you not hear
the decree of Amir al-Mu'minin (chief of the believers) today?" The mother said, "What was that?"
The girl said, "He ordered someone to announce in a loud voice that milk should not be mixed with
water." The mother said, "Get up and mix the milk with water; you are in a place where “Umar
cannot see you." The girl told her mother, "I cannot obey Him (Allah) in public and disobey him in
private." “Umar heard this, and told me: "O Aslam, go to that place and see who that girl is, and to
whom she was speaking, and whether she has a husband." So | went to that place, and | saw that
she was unmarried, the other woman was her mother, and neither of them had a husband. I came
to “Umar and told him what | had found out. He called his sons together, and said to them: "Do
any of you need a wife, so | can arrange the marriage for you? If | had the desire to get married, |
would have been the first one to marry this young woman." ~Abdullah said: "l have a wife." ~Abd
al-Rahman said: "l have a wife." ~Asim said: "l do not have a wife, so let me marry her." So
“Umar arranged for her to be married to ~Asim. She gave him a daughter, who grew up to be the



mother of “Umar ibn ~Abd al-"Aziz."™

This is the deep sense of awareness that Islam had implanted in the heart of this young woman.
She was righteous and upright in all her deeds, both in public and in private, because she believed
that Allah (SWT) was with her at all times and saw and heard everything. This is true faith, and
these are the effects of that faith, which raised her to the level of ihsan. One of the immediate
rewards with which Allah (SWT) honoured her was this blessed marriage, one of whose
descendants was the fifth rightly-guided khalifah, ~Umar ibn ~Abd al-"Aziz ~May Allah be pleased
with him" (RAA).

The Ageedah (faith) of the true Muslim woman is pure and clear, uncontaminated by any stain of
ignorance, illusion or superstition. This Ageeda is based on faith in Allah, (SWT) the One, the Most
High, the Eternal, Who is able to do all things, Who is in control of the entire universe, and to
Whom all things must return:

( Say: “"Who is it in Whose hands is the governance of all things - Who protects
[all], but is not protected [by any]? [Say] if you know.' They will say, ~“[It belongs]
to Allah,' Say: “~Then how are you deluded?") (Qur'an 23:88-89)

This is the pure, deep faith which increases the character of the Muslim woman in strength,
understanding and maturity, so that she sees life as it really is, which is a place of testing whose
results will be seen on the Day which will undoubtedly come:

( Say: "It is Allah Who gives you life, then gives you death; then He will gather you
together for the Day of Judgement about which there is no doubt': but most men do
not understand.) (Qur'an 45:26)

( Did you then think that We had created you in jest, and that you would not be
brought back to Us [for account]?) (Qur'an 23:115)

( Blessed is He in Whose hands is Dominion; and He over all things has Power - He
Who created Death and Life, that He may try which of you is best in deed; and He is
the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving.) (Qur'an 67:1-2)

On that Day, man will be brought to account for his deeds. If they are good, it will be good for him,
and if they are bad, it will be bad for him. There will not be the slightest injustice:

( That Day will every soul be requited for what it earned; no injustice will there be
that Day, for Allah is Swift in taking account.) (Qur'an 40:17)

The Balance (in which man's deeds will be weighed) will measure everything with the utmost
precision, either in a person's favour or against him:

( Then shall anyone who has done an atom's weight of good, see it! And anyone
who has done an atom's weight of evil, shall see it.) (Qur'an 99:7-8)



Nothing could be hidden from the Lord of Glory on that Day, not even if it were as insignificant as a
grain of mustard seed:

( We shall set up scales of justice for the day of Judgement, so that not a soul will
be dealt with unjustly in the least. And if there be [no more than] the weight of a
mustard seed, We will bring it [to account]: and enough are We to take account.)
(Qur'an 21:47)

No doubt the true Muslim woman, when she ponders the meaning of these ayat, would think about
that crucial Day and would turn to her Lord in obedience, repentance and gratitude, seeking to do
as many righteous deeds as she is able, in preparation for the Hereafter.

She Worships Allah (SWT)

It is no surprise that the true Muslim woman enthusiastically worships her Lord, because she
knows that she is obliged to observe all the commandments that Allah (SWT) has enjoined upon
every Muslim, male or female. So she carries out her Islamic duties properly, without making
excuses or compromises, or being negligent.

She Regularly Prays Five Times a Day

She offers each of the five daily prayers at its appointed time, and does not let domestic chores or
her duties as a wife and mother prevent her from doing so. Prayer is the pillar of the - whoever
establishes prayer establishes faith, and whoever neglects prayer destroys the faith.2 Prayer is the
best and most noble of deeds, as the Prophet ~Peace and Blessing be upon him' (PBUH) explained
in the hadith narrated by ~Abdullah ibn Mas™ud (RAA):

"l asked the Messenger of Allah (PBUH): “What deed is most beloved by Allah?' (SWT) He
said, ~To offer each prayer as soon as it is due.' | asked him, ~Then what?' He said,
“Treating one's parents with mercy and respect.’' | asked him, “~Then what?' He said, ~Jihad

(fighting) for the sake of Allah (SWT)."3

Prayer is the link between the servant and his (Rabb). It is the rich source from which a person
derives strength, steadfastness, mercy and contentment, and it is a means of cleansing the stain of
his or her sins:

Abu Hurayrah (RAA) narrated:

"l heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) say: ~What would you think if there were a river
running by the door of any of you, and he bathed in it five times every day, would any trace
of dirt be left on him?' The people said: ~There would be no trace of dirt on him.' He said:

“This is like the five daily prayers, through which Allah (SWT) erases sins."# (Sharh al-
Sunnah 2/175).

Jabir (RAA) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: ~“The five daily prayers are like a deep river flowing by
the door of any of you, in which he bathes five times every day.">



Prayer is a mercy, which Allah (SWT) has bestowed upon His slaves; they seek its shade five times
a day and praise their Rabb (Lord), glorifying Him, asking for His help and seeking His mercy,
guidance and forgiveness. Thus prayer becomes a means of purification for those who pray, men
and women alike, cleansing them from their sins.

“Uthman ibn ~Affan (RAA) said:

"l heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) say: “There is no Muslim person who, when the time
for prayer comes, performs wudu' properly, concentrates on his prayer and bows correctly,
but the prayer will be an expiation for the sins committed prior to it, so long as no major sin

has been committed. This is the case until the end of time."® (Sahih Muslim 3/112).

There are very many Hadith which speak of the importance of salah and the blessings it brings to
the men and women who pray, and the rich harvest of benefits that they may reap thereby, every
time they stand before Allah (SWT) in an attitude of humility and repentance.

She May Attend the Jama™ah (Congregational)
Prayer in the Mosque

Islam has excused women from the obligation to attend the jama™ah prayer in the mosque, but at
the same time, they are permitted to go out of the house to attend jama™ah on condition that they
dress up well enough not to cause any temptation. Indeed, the first Muslim women did go out and

pray in the mosque behind the Prophet (PBUH).

~A'ishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) used to pray fajr, and the believing women would pray with
him, wrapped up in their outer garments; then they would go back to their homes, and
nobody would recognize them."”’

And:

"The believing women used to attend fajr prayer with the Messenger of Allah (PBUH),
wrapped up in their outer garments. Then they would go back to their homes after they had
finished praying, and no one would recognize them because of the darkness."8

The Prophet (PBUH) used to shorten his prayer if he heard a child crying, because he understood
the concern the child's mother would be feeling. In a hadith whose authenticity is agreed upon he
(PBUH) said:

"l begin the prayer, intending to make it lengthy, but then | hear a child crying, so | shorten
my prayer because | know the stress facing the mother because of his crying."®

Allah (SWT) showed great mercy to women by sparing them the obligation to offer the five
compulsory prayers in congregation in the mosque. If He had made this obligatory, it would have
placed an intolerable burden on women, and they would not have been able to fulfil it, just as we



see many men failing to pray regularly in the mosque and finding themselves with no other choice
but to pray wherever they are, in the workplace or in the home. The woman's heavy burden of
household chores and attending to the needs of her husband and children do not permit her to
leave the house five times a day; it would be impossible for her to do so. Thus the wisdom behind
the limiting of compulsory attendance at the mosque to men only becomes quite clear. Her prayer
at home is described as being better for her than her prayer in the mosque, but Allah (SWT) gives
her the freedom of choice: she may pray at home if she wishes, or she may go out to pray in the
mosque. If she asks her husband for permission to go out to the mosque, he is not allowed to stop
her, as the Prophet (PBUH) stated in a number of hadith, for example:

"Do not stop your women from going to the mosque, although their houses are better for
them."10

"If the wife of any of you asks for permission to go to the mosque, do not stop her."11

The men heeded the command of the Prophet (PBUH), and allowed their women to go to the
mosque even if this was against their own wishes. There is no clearer indication of this than the
hadith of ~Abdullah ibn “Umar, in which he said:

"One of “Umar's wives used to pray fajr and “isha' in congregation in the mosque. She was

asked, "Why do you go out (to the mosque) when you know that ~Umar dislikes this and is a
jealous man?' She said, ~What is stopping him from forbidding me (to do so0)?' He said, "The
words of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH): "Do not prevent the female servants of Allah (SWT)

from attending the mosques of Allah (SWT).""12

In accordance with the Prophet's teaching which allowed women to attend the mosque, and
forbade men to stop them from doing so, the mosques were full of women coming and going, both
at the time of the Prophet (PBUH), and whenever it was possible in the following periods. Women
would come to pray, attend lectures and classes, and take part in the public life of Islam. This was
the case from the time congregational prayer was prescribed for the Muslims. The Muslims used to
pray in the direction of Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem), before the giblah was changed to the Holy
Ka~bah. When the command of Allah (SWT) to take the Ka~bah as their giblah was revealed, the
men and women who were praying were facing towards Palestine, so they turned to face the
direction of the Ka~bah, which meant that the men and women had to change places.13

The mosque was, and still is, the centre of light and guidance for Muslim men and women; in its
pure environment acts of worship are performed and from its minbar messages of truth and
guidance are transmitted. From the dawn of Islam, the Muslim woman has had her role to play in
the mosque.

There are many sahih reports, which confirm the woman's presence and role in the mosque. They
describe how women attended salat al-jumu™ah, the eclipse prayer, and the Eid prayers,
responding to the call of the muezzin to join the prayer.

A report in Sahih Muslim tells us that Umm Hisham bint Harithah ibn al-Nu™man said:

"l never learned ~Qaf. Wa'l-Qur'an al-majid . . .", except from the Prophet (PBUH) himself.
He used to recite it from the minbar every Friday, when he addressed the people."14



Imam Muslim also narrates that the sister of ~Amrah bint ~Abd al-Rahman said:

"l learned ~Qaf. Wa'l-Qur'an al-majid . . ." from the Prophet (PBUH) himself on Fridays, when
he used to recite it from the minbar every Friday."1°

The Prophet (PBUH) taught the Muslims to prepare themselves and present a neat and clean
appearance at jumu~ah prayers by encouraging both men and women to take a shower (ghusl):

"Whoever comes to jumuah, man or woman, should take a shower first."16

Hadith reports also tell us that Asma' bint Abi Bakr (May Allah be pleased with her) attended the
eclipse prayer (salat al-kusuf) with the Prophet (PBUH). She could not hear the Prophet's words
clearly, so she asked a man who was nearby what he was saying. This hadith is reported by
Bukhari from As' herself:

"The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) stood up to address us (after the eclipse prayer), and spoke
about the testing that a person will undergo in the grave. When he mentioned that, the
Muslims panicked somewhat, and this prevented me from hearing the latter part of the
Prophet's speech. When the hubbub died down, | asked a man who was nearby, ~May Allah
bless you, what did the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) say at the end of his speech?' He said,
~"It has been revealed to me that you will be tested in the grave with something similar in
severity to the test (fitnah) of the Dajjal . . ."’

Bukhari and Muslim also narrate another report from Asma’', in which she says:

"There was a solar eclipse at the time of the Prophet (PBUH) . . . | finished what | was doing,
then | came to the mosque. | saw the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) standing (in prayer), so |
joined him. He stood for so long that | felt | needed to sit down, but | noticed a woman who
looked weak and tired and said to myself: This woman is weaker than I, so | must continue
to stand. Then he bowed, and remained in that position for a long time; then he raised his
head and stood for such a long time that anyone who came in at this point would think that
he had not yet bowed in ruku™. He completed the prayer when the eclipse was over, then he
addressed the people, praising and glorifying Allah (SWT), and saying ~Amma ba>d."18

During that golden era, the time of the Prophet (PBUH), the Muslim woman knew about her religion
and was keen to understand the events and affairs that concerned the Muslims in this world and
the next. When she heard the call to prayer, she would rush to the mosque to hear the words of
the Prophet (PBUH) from the minbar, guiding and teaching the people. Fatimah bint Qays, one of
the earliest migrant women (muhajirat), said:

"The people were called to prayer, so | rushed with the others to the mosque, and prayed
with the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). | was in the first row of women, which was just behind
the last row of men."1°



It is clear, from the sahih reports quoted above, that Muslim women attended the mosque on
various occasions and that this attendance was an approved custom at the time of the Prophet
(PBUH). Once, a woman was attacked on her way to the mosque, but this incident did not make
the Prophet (PBUH) have any reservations about allowing women to go out to the mosque. He still
allowed them to do so, and forbade men to prevent them, because there was so much benefit -
spiritual, mental and otherwise - for them in attending the mosque from time to time.

Wa'il al-Kindi reported that a woman was assaulted by a man in the darkness of the early
morning, whilst she was on her way to the mosque. She shouted to a passer-by for help,
then a large group of people came by, and she called to them for help. They seized the man
to whom she had first called for help, and her attacker ran away. They brought the
(innocent) man to her, and he said, "I am the one who answered your call for help; the other
man got away." They brought him to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), and told him that this
man had assaulted the woman, and they had seized him whilst he was running away. The
man said, "l was the one who answered her call for help against her attacker, but these
people seized me and brought me here." The woman said, "He is lying; he is the one who
attacked me." The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "Take him away and stone him." Then a
man stood up and said, "Do not stone him, stone me, for | am the one who did it." Now the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) had three people before him: the one who had assaulted the
woman, the one who had answered her cries for help and the woman herself. He told the
attacker, "As for you, Allah (SWT) has forgiven you," and he spoke kind words to the one
who had helped the woman. ~Umar said, "Stone the one who has admitted to the crime of
adultery." The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "No, for he has repented to Allah (SWT)" - |
think he said, "with an act of repentance so great that if the people of Madinah were to
repent in this way, it would be accepted from them."°

The Prophet (PBUH) appreciated the circumstances of the women who attended the congregational
prayers, so he used to be kind to them and would shorten the prayer if he heard a child crying, so
that the mother would not become distressed - as we have seen in the hadith quoted above (see p.
9). Once he delayed the “isha' prayer, and ~Umar (RAA) called him saying:

"The woman and children have gone to sleep.” The Prophet (PBUH) came out and said, "No-
one on earth is waiting for this prayer except you."?!

Many sahih reports describe how the Prophet (PBUH) used to organize women's attendance at
congregational prayers, for example, the hadith reported by Muslim:

"The best rows for men are those at the front, and the worst are those at the back; the best
rows for women are those at the back, and the worst are those at the front."22

Another hadith, reported by Bukhari, deals with giving the women room to leave the mosque
before the men, after the prayer is over. Hind bint al-Harith said that Umm Salamah, the wife
of the Prophet (PBUH), told her that at the time of the Prophet (PBUH), when the obligatory
prayer was over, the women would get up to leave, and the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) and
the men who were with him would wait as long as Allah (SWT) willed. When the Messenger

of Allah (PBUH) got up to leave, then the men would get up.%3

Bukhari and Muslim also report a hadith concerning how women should draw the imam's attention
to something during the prayer by clapping. Sahl ibn Sa'd al-Sa'idi said:



"The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, “"Why do | see you clapping so much? Whoever notices
any error in my prayer should say "Subhan Allah ," for by doing so he will alert me to the
error. Clapping is only for women."24

The number of women who attended the mosque increased daily until - at the time of the Abbasids
- they filled the courtyard of the mosque, and men would have no choice but to pray behind them.
This was the verdict (fatwa) of Imam Malik, as recorded in al-Mudawwanah al-Kubra: Ibn al-Qasim
said, " | asked Malik about people who come to the mosque and find the courtyard (of the mosque)
filled with women, and the mosque itself filled with men: may those men pray with the imam
behind the women?" Malik said: "Their prayer is valid; they do not have to repeat it."2®

But women's going out to the mosque should not be a cause of fitnah, and women should behave
in accordance with Islamic teachings of purity of thought and behaviour. If for any reason there is
the fear of fitnah associated with women's going out to the mosque, then it is better for women to
pray at home, and they should do so. This is what is indicated by the hadith of Ibn ~Umar, quoted
above, in which the Prophet (PBUH) said:

"Do not stop your women from going to the mosque, although their houses are better for
them." (See p. 10)

It appears that some men feared the possibility of fitnah, and took this as an excuse to forbid their
women to go to the mosque. This is why the Prophet (PBUH) forbade men to prevent women from
attending the mosque from time to time. This is what is indicated in the first part of the hadith
quoted above. Other Hadith confirm the Prophet's keenness for women to attend gatherings in the
mosque, for example, the report of Mujahid ibn “Umar:

"The Prophet (PBUH) said: ~Do not prevent the women from going to the mosque at night'
One of the sons of ~